11.   CHAPTER &V

the influence of the Akkara metre is detected on the Dhavaia
kind of composition in Marat hi.1

The extent and the nature of the influence of Kannada
have not remained the same on later Marathi language
and literature, but it is well worth remembering that
the influence has been deep and sustained even well
on into the modern period. It has not been sufficiently
realised in the scholarly world that the Marathi dictionary
contains a very large number of words and idioms
borrowed from Kannada. Some of them are part and
parcel of every-day speech. It is true that there will be a
certain amount of uncertainty in tracing the origin of some
of these words, But a scientific and dispassionate study
is sure to yield surprising results. Kannada has also
entered into the very structure of the Marathi language
as it is spokecfand written today.

CHAPTER XV

The history of modern Karnataka begins roughly with
the introduction of the new educational system and the
teaching of English in the Kannada country* We learn that
the Department of Education in Botobay was set up in the
year 1823 and schools were opened in the Kannada districts
of the Bombay Presidency as late as 1856. Even then, the
language taught in the schools was Marathi. The Govern-
ment documents were also in Marathi. It was in 1865 that

1 D. R. Bendre: Jnaneivarapurvakafina Kana$ Van-
maya (Maharastra Sahitya Patrika, Vol. VII, pp* 72-73).